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THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OP 1H6. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OP ITS MEMBERS. 

BT WM. H. BOLE, M.D. 

(Continued from page 201.) 

Habris, John, of Cumberland County, the son of James 
Harris and Jennett McClure, was a native of the county of 
Donegal, Ireland, born in 1723. He emigrated to Pennsyl- 
vania early in life, and located among his friends in Lancas- 
ter County. About 1765 he removed to Cumberland County, 
settling on the Juniata in Fermanagh Township. He was 
one of the leading spirits at the meeting at Carlisle on July 
12, 1774, called to express the sympathy of the freemen of 
Cumberland County for their oppressed brethren at Boston, 
and adopt measures for their relief. He was a member of 
the Provincial Conference which met at Carpenters' Hall, 
June 28, 1776, and of the subsequent Convention of July 15. 
He was appointed sub-lieutenant of the county March 12, 
1777, and served as a member of the Assembly from 1777 to 
1781. He acted as one of the commissioners which met at New 
Haven, Conn., November 22, 1777, for the purpose of regula- 
ting the price of commodities in the States. Although a 
slave-owner, he voted for the act for the gradual abolition of 
slavery in Pennsylvania, passed March 1, 1780. He was 
commissioned a justice of the peace February 6, 1779. About 
1790, Mr. Harris owning 375 acres of land eligibly situated, 
laid out the town of Mifflin. He reserved grounds for public 
uses, now occupied by the court-house, and for the Presbyte- 
rian and Lutheran churches and graveyards. He died on 
the 28th of February, 1794, and lies interred in the Presby- 
terian burying ground at Mifflin. Mr. Harris was twice 
married ; first to Jane Poer, and secondly to Jane Harris, a 
cousin. By the latter he had six children : Jane married 
James Patterson, son of Captain James Patterson; Grizzel, 
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James Knox of Mifflin ; Margaret, John Stewart of Tuscarora ; 
Ann, Samuel Bryson, an officer of the Revolution ; William, 
who was a surveyor, died unmarried ; James married Nancy 
Dunlap, one of whose daughters became the wife of Reverend 
James Linn, a Presbyterian clergyman, of Bellefonte. 

Hart, John, of Chester County, the second son of Col. 
Joseph Hart, of Bucks County, was born at "Warminster, 
November 29, 1743. He married, September 13, 1767, Re- 
becca Rees, of the Crooked Billet, and soon after removed 
to Chester County, where he purchased a mill and land near 
Old Church. He was a delegate to the Conference of the 
Provincial Deputies held July 15, 1774 ; member of the Con- 
vention of July 15, 1776, and appointed justice of the peace 
July 25, 1777. Owing to his warm espousal of the cause of 
the Colonies he was so persecuted by the Tories in 1778 that 
he was obliged to leave his mill, and return to Bucks County, 
where he spent the remainder of his life. In the spring of 
1779 he succeeded Henry Wynkoop as treasurer of the county 
of Bucks, and was one of the victims of the Doane robberies 
in October, 1781. He died at Newtown, on the 5th of June, 
1786, at the age of 43. 

Hakt, Joseph, of Bucks County, a descendant of John Hart 
and Eleanor Crispin, who were Quaker immigrants from Ox- 
fordshire, England, under 'William Penn, and who settled in 
Bucks County, was born in Warminster Township in 1 71 5. At 
the age of twenty-five he married Elizabeth Collet, of By berry. 
Inheriting the ancestral plantation in Warminster, he devoted 
his time principally to agricultural pursuits. His first appear- 
ance in public life was his appointment as Ensign in Capt. 
Henry Corson's Company, Associated Regiment of Bucks 
County of the Provincial service, 1747-8. He was sheriff of the 
county in 1749 ; and in 1755 assisted in founding the Hatboro' 
Library. He was a justice of the peace from 1764 to 1776 ; 
a member of the Provincial Conference at Carpenters' Hall, 
June 18, 1776 ; member of the Convention of July 15, 1776 ; 
chairman of the Bucks County Committee from 1774 to 
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1776 ; and a member of the Council of Safety from October 
to December 1777. He was Colonel of a Battalion of Asso- 
ciators, and in active service in tbe Jerseys during the summer 
of 1776. He was a member of tbe Supreme Executive Council 
from July 23, 1777, to Marcb, 1780 ; lieutenant of tbe county, 
March 29, 1780 ; member of the Council of Censors Oct. 20, 
1788, and subsequently register of wills and recorder of deeds, 
and judge of the Court of Common Pleas. Col. Hart died at 
his residence in "Warminster, the 25th of February, 1788, at 
the age of 72 years. His eldest son, Joseph Hart, was promi- 
nent in official life. His second son was John Hart, previously 
noted. 

Hay, John, of Tork County, was born in Alsace, then 
in France, about 1733. His father, John Hay, was a native 
of Scotland, who, owing to the religious persecutions, emi- 
grated to the Province of Alsace, subsequently coming to 
America, bringing with him four sons, who settled in Phila- 
delphia, Northampton, and York Counties, Pennsylvania, 
and in Virginia. John Hay, of York County, was natu- 
ralized April 11, 1760. He was one of the Provincial 
magistrates ; a commissioner of the county from 1772 to 
1775 ; member of the Committee of Correspondence to send 
aid to the people of Boston in 1774 ; of the Provincial Con- 
vention, June 23, 1775 ; First Lieut, in Col. James Smith's 
Battalion of Associators, Dec. 1775; member of the Pro- 
vincial Conference which met at Carpenters' Hall, June 18, 
1776 ; and of the Convention of July 15, called by that 
body. He was appointed sub-lieutenant of the county March 
12, 1777, resigning to accept the office of treasurer in 1778, 
filling that position almost uninterruptedly until 1801. He 
represented York County in the Assembly in 1779, 1782, 
1783, and 1784. Col. Hay was the owner of a large tract of 
land in the immediate vicinity of York, part of which sub- 
sequently became incorporated into the town, and known as 
" Hay's Addition." Some of it is yet owned by his descend- 
ants. He died in April, 1810. His son, Jacob, was a corporal 
in Moylan's cavalry regiment of the Revolution. 
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Hiester, Gabriel, of Berks County, the son of Daniel 
Hiester and Catharine Shuler, natives of Witzenstein, West- 
phalia, was born in Bern Township, Berks County, Peun'a, 
June 17, 1749 ; he was brought up as a farmer, and previous 
to the Revolution all bis energies were devoted to his early 
calling ; he was chosen a member of the Convention of July 
15, 1776, and from that time onward was in almost continu- 
ous public life ; he served as a major of militia during the 
campaign of 1776-7 ; was appointed one of the justices of 
the Courts of Common Pleas April 24, 1778, and served as 
a member of the Assembly with the exception of two or 
three years from 1778 to 1790. Under the Constitution 
adopted the latter year, he was chosen a member of the 
House of Eepresentatives in 1791, and again from 1802 to 
1804 ; he was elected Senator from the district comprising 
Berks and Dauphin Counties in 1795 and 1796, and from 1805 
to 1812 ; in 1801 he was chosen one pf the Presidential elec- 
tors from Penn'a. Mr. Hiester died on the ancestral farm in 
Bern Township September 1, 1824. About 1773 he married 
Elizabeth Bausman, bo*rn September 12, 1751 ; she died May 
8, 1832. Mr. Hiester was the brother of Col. Daniel Hiester 
of Montgomery County, and Col. John Hiester of Chester 
County, and cousin of Capt. Joseph Hiester of Berks County, 
Governor of Pennsylvania, all prominent men during the 
Eevolutionary era. 

Hill, Henry, of the county of Philadelphia, the son of 
Richard Hill, was born in 1732 at his father's plantation in 
Maryland ; he was bred a merchant, and settled in Philadel- 
phia where he carried on an extensive trade with Madeira, 
to which island his father, a wealthy member of the Society 
of Friends, had removed about the year 1750. " Hill's Ma- 
deira" was long known as one of the choicest brands in the 
Philadelphia market. Mr. Hill was appointed one of the 
justices for Philadelphia in 1772 ; was a member of the Pro- 
vincial Conference which met at Carpenters' Hall June 18, 
1775, and member of the Convention of July 15, 1776 ; he 
commanded that year a battalion of Associators during the 
Vol. hi.— 30 
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campaign in the Jerseys. In 1780 he subscribed £5000 to the 
relief of the Continental army ; he served as a member of the 
Assembly from 1780 to 1784, and of the Supreme Executive 
Council from October 17, 1785, to October 17, 1788. Col. 
Hill died at Philadelphia of yellow fever on the 16th of 
September, 1798 ; he married, at Christ Church, in 1770, Ann, 
daughter of Reese Meredith, and sister of Brig. Gen. Samuel 
Meredith, who was Treasurer of the United States 1789-90, 
and of the wife of George Clymer, signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. 

Hoge, Jonathan, of Cumberland County, was a native of 
the north of Ireland, of Scotch ancestry, born July 23, 1725 ; 
his parents emigrated to America about 1735, and located in 
what is now East Pennsboro' Township, Cumberland County, 
Penn'a; received a liberal education, and was brought up as a 
farmer. He held the office of justice of the peace from 1764 
until the Revolution; was a member of the Convention of 
July 15, 1776; member of the Assembly in 1776, and again 
from 1778 to 1783 ; member of the Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil from March 4, 1777, to November 9, 1778, and from 
November 3, 1784, to October 20, 1787; member of the 
Council of Safety from October to December 1777 ; one of the 
Commissioners to remove the public loan offices in September, 
1777 ; one of the Committee to superintend the drawing of 
the Donation Land Lottery October 2, 1786 ; member of the 
Board of Property in 1785-6 ; and by Governor Mifflin ap- 
pointed one of the associate judges of Cumberland County 
August 17, 1791. Judge Hoge died of paralysis, at his resi- 
dence on the 19th of April, 1800. 

Htjbley, John, of Lancaster County, was born in the bor- 
ough of Lancaster on the 25th of December, 1747 ; he studied 
law in the office of Edward Shippen, and was admitted to 
practise in 1769 ; he was a member of the Convention of July 
15, 1776 ; member of the Committee of Safety from July 24, 
1776, to March 13,1777; Commissary of Continental Stores, 
with the rank of major, January 11, 1777 ; and prothonotary 
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of Lancaster County March 22, 1777 ; he was a member of 
the Supreme Executive Council, but resigned in the spring 
of 1777 for the reason that he was engaged in superintending 
the erection of a powder-house and storehouse ; he was com- 
missioned a justice of the peace August 12, 1777, and ap- 
pointed register of wills and recorder to fill a vacancy Oct. 11, 
1777; and one of the commissioners which met at New Haven 
November 22, 1777, for the purpose of regulating the price 
of commodities in the Colonies. On December 16, 1777, the 
Assembly appointed him one of the Commissioners to take 
subscriptions for the Continental Loan. Major Hubley was 
on the Committee to supply the army with blankets in 1778, 
and during that year was a captain in Col. James Ross's bat- 
talion. He was a member of the Convention of 1787 which 
framed the Constitution of the United States, and of the 
subsequent Pennsylvania Convention to consider that instru- 
ment; he was also a member of the State Constitutional 
Convention of 1789-90, and commissioned prothonotary of 
Lancaster County August 17, 1791. For many years he was 
a trustee of Franklin College, and his whole life was an 
active and a busy one ; he died at Lancaster on the 21st of 
January, 1821. 

Hunter, Daniel, of Berks County, was born in Oley Town- 
ship, in that county, about 1729; his parents were emigrants 
from Germany, and named Yeager, the name being changed 
to its English synonym by an Act of the Provincial Assem- 
bly. Upon the formation of the Berks County Committee 
at the beginning of the Revolution Mr. Hunter took an active 
part in public affairs; he was a member of the Provincial 
Conference of June 18, 1776, and of the Convention of July 15 
following. He was appointed by the Penn'a War Oflice one 
of the Commissioners to procure blankets for the Continental 
army May, 1777, and paymaster of the militia August 25, 
1777. He was elected to the General Assembly in 1782, and 
while in attendance on that body he was taken ill, returned 
home, and died in the latter part of February, 1783. 
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Jacobs, John, of Chester County, was descended from a 
Quaker family who settled on Perkiomen Creek in Provi- 
dence Township, Philadelphia, now Montgomery County, 
about the year 1700 ; his father and grandfather, natives of 
Germany, bore the same name, and in 1721 the former was 
married to Mary, daughter of Richard and Elizabeth (Lewis) 
Hayes of Haverford. The eldest child, the subject of this 
sketch, was born 3 mo. 6th, 1722. In 1752 John Jacobs 
settled in Whiteland Township, Chester County, having pur- 
chased several contiguous farms in the Great Valley. From 
1762 to 1776 he served as a member of the Assembly, being 
Speaker of that body during the latter year ; was a member 
of the Convention of July 15, 1776 ; and in 1777 one of the 
Commissioners which met at New Haven to regulate the 
price of commodities in the Colonies. He died in May, 
1780. On the 3d of 1st mo., 1753, Mr. Jacobs married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of John Havard of Tredyfferin, by whom he 
had four children. His eldest, Benjamin, received a good 
education, studied law, and practised surveying and convey- 
ancing, and was appointed under the Constitution of 1776 an 
associate judge of the Court of Common Pleas. Mr. Jacobs's 
eldest sister, Elizabeth, born in 1732, became the wife of Col. 
Caleb Parry, who was killed at the battle of Long Island. 

Jones, Thomas, Jr., of Berks County, the son of Thomas 
Jones, was born in Heidelberg Township, in that county, in the 
year 1742 ; his ancestors came from Wales among the earliest 
of the Penn'a settlers. At the beginning of the Revolution 
Mr. Jones assisted in organizing the Associators of Berks 
County, and was in active service as major of one of the bat- 
talions. He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 
1776, the only civil office he ever held. He died on his farm 
in Heidelberg Township March, 1800. 

Keller, John, of Bucks County, son of Henry Keller, was 
a native of Haycock Township, in that county, born about 
1735. He was a farmer, a member of the Convention of July 
15, 1776, and served in the General Assembly from 1776 to 
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1779; tie was an active partisan, and commanded a Bucks 
County battalion of Associators under Gen. John Lacey dur- 
ing the campaign of 1778. Like many other Pennsylvania 
worthies, we have of him but a meagre biographical record. 
It is probable he died about the close of the Revolution. 

Kelly, John, of Northumberland County, the son of John 
Kelly, was born in Donegal Township, Lancaster County, 
Penn'a, in February, 1744 ; after the Indian purchase of 
1768, he settled in the Buffalo Valley, enduring all the 
hardships of pioneer life. At the age of twenty-seven he 
was a captain and major on the frontiers, and at the outset 
of the Revolution was ready for the conflict; he was a mem- 
ber of the Convention of July 15, 1776, and subsequently 
entered the army, having previously assisted in organizing 
the Associators, being appointed major in Col. James Potter's 
battalion. After the battle of Princeton, when Cornwallis by 
a forced march arrived at Stony Brook, Gen. "Washington 
sent an order to Col. Potter to destroy the bridge at "Worth's 
Mills in sight of the advancing British. Col. Potter ordered 
Major Kelly to make a detail for that purpose, but the latter 
said he would not order another to do what some might say 
he was afraid to do himself; he took a detachment and went 
to work. The enemy opened upon him a heavy fire of round 
shot ; before all the logs were cut off, several balls struck the 
log on which he stood, and it breaking down sooner than he 
expected, he was precipitated into the stream ; his party moved 
off, not expecting him to escape. By great exertions he 
reached the shore, through the high water and floating tim- 
bers, and followed the troops. Encumbered as he was with 
his wet and frozen clothes, he succeeded in making prisoner 
an armed British scout, and took him into camp. During 
the summer of 1777, Col. Kelly commanded on the frontier, 
and continued in that service almost to the close of the Re- 
volution. The record of his adventures during those trouble- 
some times reads like a romance. Col. Kelly was appointed 
agent for confiscated estates May 6, 1778, and in 1780 was 
chosen to the Assembly. He was a magistrate of the county 
from August 2, 1785, for upwards of twenty years; he died. 
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February 8, 1832, aged eighty-eight years. Col. Kelly left a 
large family of children — one of whom, James K. Kelly ', re- 
cently represented the State of Oregon in the United States 
Senate. 

Kirkbride, Joseph, of Bucks County, the son of Joseph 
Kirkbride and Sarah Fletcher, aud grandson of Joseph who 
came to America in 1681, was a native of the county, born 
13th 6th mo., 1731 O. S. He was one of the deputies to the 
Provincial Convention of July 15, 1774, and a member of the 
Convention of July 15, 1776; he served in the General As- 
sembly from 1776 to 1778; and subsequently was lieutenant 
of the county. He commanded one of the associated bat- 
talions, and owing to his zeal in the cause of Independence 
the British burned his handsome mansion in their marauds 
in 1778. Col. Kirkbride died at Bordentown, 1ST. J., on 26th 
day of October, 1803. See also Penna. Mag., vol. ii. p. 292. 

Kuhl, Frederick, of the city of Philadelphia, was a native 
thereof. He was chosen a member of the Committee of In- 
spection August 16, 1775, the district under his care being 
from the south side of Vine Street to the north side of Arch 
Street. He was one of the managers of the American Manu- 
factory. In the spring of 1776 he was nominated for the As- 
sembly, but was defeated by a few votes, owing to the success 
of the conservative party. He was chosen a member of the 
Convention of July 15, 1776, and by that body appointed one 
of the justices of the peace for the State. He served faith- 
fully as a member of the Council of Safety, and Marshall 
speaks of him as an active citizen. In 1784 he was elected 
to the General Assembly, and in 1791 was one of the trus- 
tees of the University of Pennsylvania. He died at Phila- 
delphia. 
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